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see that my family is bound together in 
istian love ... 


FAMILY TIES 


a member of the Lord’s church. I am also a 
The responsibilities that come to me as a di- 
of the privilege of being each of these are 
ced and inseparable that they might well be the 
I neglect my duties to one then I am failing 
- position also. 


been thus in His mind from the beginning of 

The grief that comes when I fail, the sorrow of 

kes, the temptation to blame someone else— 

e stem from human weakness and not because 
oui too great a job. 


a feel that I am totally incapable of carry- 
s plan, but then I take a “Bible break” and 
back refreshed and confident that “I can do 
a ee Christ which strengtheneth me” 


m unto God. And the peace of God, which 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
Lobe a Jesus. 2 pit these words ring- 


is. aaa a ane to nee her ae may fi6t 
is knit prertner rath ties so close and tight 


tening e look around at the homes of Ameri- 
e few that are bound eee by love for 


a ” ee as a separata unit and only when 
cessary is there evidence that a “family” exists 


must see erg my family is 


tian mother, I 
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A mother’s responsbility* 

She sets the tone 

My home a pleasant, happy place 
My attitude toward worldly goods 
When I must say “No” 


I must see that my home is a pleasant, happy place. 


If it is, my children will want to spend their time in its ‘ 


circle rather than flitting here and there with the crowd. 
I must be a housekeeper but more important I must _ 
be a homemaker. No one will deny the importance of _ 
of a clean, tastefully decorated house. But if I don’t — 
let that house be lived in, all my work in it will be of — 

no value to my family. I must let my house be open 
to all. The hospitality I show will, in turn, be carried _ 
into the future homes of my children. : 


t - 
7 é 


I have the responsibility to be a good manager, and _ 


above all I must be content with what my husband — 2s 


can provide. If I can make a home without coveting 
and wishing constantly, I am teaching my girls a lesson — : 
that may save them a lot of heartache when they make _ 
their own homes. 


My attitude toward worldly goods should be formed 
by reading God’s word, where I learn that all these 
things for which the human heart yearns are only tem- 
porary and will pass away. Only the spiritual things 
are worthy of our desire. My husband is doing his ~ 
part in our family job and I must do mine by making __ 
the best use of what we have. 


I must love my husband and be in subjection to him. _ 
I should not be ashamed to let my children see that I 
love him. I will do the little things that will make life 


pleasant for him. He is actually a part of myself and __ 


if I remember this then he is sure to be treated more ; \ 


kindly. 


This love we have for one another must reach out 3 
and encircle our children. They are the gift of God 
to our union and we both have a great responsibility _ 
in their growth and development. They must feel 
secure in our love, knowing that God loves us all and 
from Him we are deriving the strength and guidance 
to make this home after His pattern. 


The responsibilities of our home must be shared by 


all. Every member has his own place to fill and if it 


is taken by another his link in the chain will be weak- 
ened. I must be firm enough to see that my children 
perform their duties too. I must be strong enough to 
discipline my children in the right way. 


(Continued on page 13) 
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News and 


Mortgage Burning 
at Castro Valley, California 
Completion of the debt retirement 
program at Faith Lutheran Church of 
Castro Valley was celebrated by a 
mortgage burning ceremony on Sept. 

21. ; 

Participants (left to right) were: 
Clarence Joergensen, Building Fund 
Treasurer; Hugh Koford, President of 


_ Congregation; Anker M. Jensen, Pas- 


tor; and Gunnar V. Peterson, Chair- 
man of Board of Parish Education. 

Events leading up to the occasion 
were reviewed, hopes for the future 
visualized, and significance of the oc- 
casion emphasized. 

Plans for the new church have now 
been completed and are being adver- 
tised for bids. The Church Building 
Council will open the bids on October 
15 


Northgate, North Dakota. The Com- 
munity Lutheran Church at Northgate 
has discontinued to function as an or- 
ganized congregation. Previously the 
North Dakota-Montana district sup- 
ported the congregation as a home 
mission project to the amount of $300 
a year. This support was withdrawn 
at the last district convention. In 
view of this the congregation decided 
to encourage its members to attend 
the other Lutheran churches in the 
area where they live. 


Marlene Paulsen arrived in Japan 

A letter from Marlene Paulsen in- 
formed us that she had arrived safely 
on the coast of Japan where she was 
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met by the Rev. Paul Johnsens. She 
was to stay a couple of days with the 
Johnsens, a day or so in Tokyo, a day 
with Dr. Winther, and then stop at 
the Rev. Lloyd Neves’ on her way to 
the Girls’ School at Kumamoto where 
she began teaching Oct. 6th. 


DANSK NYTAAR 1959, an annual 
in the Danish language, edited by 
Prof. Paul C. Nyholm, is soon ready 
for publication. This year’s edition 
brings among many other things con- 
tributions from August L. Bang, Cedar 
Falls, Ia.; Prof. N. Bansen, Dana Col- 
lege (“My West Indies”); Dr. J. Chr. 
Bay, Elmhurst, Ill.; Mrs. Anna Bondo, 
Toronto; the late Pastor Ansgar Chris- 
tensen, New Zealand; Carlo Christen- 
sen, Washington, D. C.; Bishop Fugl- 
sang-Damgaard, Copenhagen; Editor 
P. Guldbrandsen, Berkeley, Calif.; Di- 
rector Caspar Hasselriis, New York; 
Pastor Halvdan Helweg, Copenhagen; 
Pastor J. Hougaard, Calgary; Editor 
P. C. Jensen; Pastor Anders J¢rgen- 
sen, Fredericia, Denmark; Ambassador 
John Knox, Ottawa; Dr. Johs. Knud- 
sen, Maywood, Ill.; Anton Kvist, Chi- 
cago; Prof. V. Larsen, Slagelse, Den- 
mark; Mrs. Eva Leo, Dubuque, Iowa; 
Prof. Gedsg Madsen, Berkeley, Calif.; 
Pastor Enok Mortensen, Tyler, Minn.; 
Hans Nielsen, Eugene, Ore.; Librarian 
Jens Nyholm, Evanston, IIll.; Pastor 
Predstrup, Edmonton; Pastor P. Ras- 
mussen, Calgary; Mrs. Agnes Rings- 
borg, White Marsh, Md.; Provstinde 
Ebba Schack, Copenhagen; Pastor V. 
R. Staby, Council Bluffs, Ia.; Editor 
G. Strandvold, Berkeley, Calif.; Mrs. 
Ebba Trampe Launsby, Luck, Wis.; 
Prof. Wm. Thomsen, Dana College 
(four full page drawings, two in 
color); Sculptor C. Warthoe, Chicago; 
and Pastor Paul Wikman, Chicago. 
The book sells for only one dollar 
postpaid, and may be ordered from 
local agents or from Blair, Nebr. An 
unusual large number of advance 
orders has been received this year. 
Last year the first edition of six 
thousand copies was sold out in five 


weeks. 


Why Do Students Attend a 
Church-Related College? 

The Public Relations Office at New- 
berry College conducted a survey a- 
mong the freshmen to determine what 
factors entered into their thinking in 
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choosing Newberry. Among the j 
tors mentioned and the percentage 
students naming these factors ¢ 
religious emphasis, 99.5%; friendlir 
68.6%; small college, 64.5%; cou 
desired, 61.3%; nearness to home, 56 
influence of students, 30%; influeg 
of alumni, 14.7%; of pastors, 13.8% 
parents, 26.7%; and extra-curricul) 
activities, such as athletics and Cc 1 
Singers, 26.7%; and visits by coll 
representatives to High School We: 
end—Student Activities 27.5%. vi 
ous other reasons entered in 
thinking of 8.7%. 


All Lutheran Colleges Accre¢ 


All Lutheran four-year collegess 
the United States and Canada—m: 
bers of the National Lutheran H 
cational Conference, are accreditedd 
their respective regional accredi 
associations. The twenty-eight 4 
year Lutheran colleges of libera 
and science are related to fee | 
bodies. These churches are deter! 
ed that their colleges shall mai 
the highest standards and that Ti 
programs shall represent a qu E 
education. 


Enrollments at Lutheran Coll 
Unusually High 


Recent research revealed that 
theran schools of higher educag 
are growing faster than the natid 
average. According to the 1 
States Office of Education, the aver 
growth of the enrollment in i st 
tions of higher education in the Un 
States was 4.1% from the fall o: i 
to the fall of 1957. For the Luthe 
colleges, the increase in enrolls 
was 6.2%. Privately-supported bk 
arts colleges in the United Statess 
port an increase of 5.2%. In , 
of 1956, the Lutheran colleges ha 
increased enrollment of 7.1% over! 
fall of 1955. 


* 
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Preliminary reports from the 
theran colleges indicate anothe 
nificant increase for the acade 
year 1958-1959. This means more 
tention to faculties and facilitic 


JOHN M. JENSEN, Editor 
_ 821 East 8th Street 
Spencer, Iowa 


the editor at Spencer 


en: i did years ago. We get this im- 
n when we talk to pastors. But lay people do 


a 


vi ays understand this. Soak fail to understand the 


came, they were generally home. 

not have very many extra meetings. He had 
o sermons to prepare, and one extra meeting 
on the average. He did not have to instruct 
members for baptism and confirmation. There 
few administrative details. 

there are the many extra meetings, the periods 
1 for instruction, the many administrative details, 
require many committee meetings, take up much 
astor’s time. This means that he is compelled to 
is calling to the sick and the shut-ins as far as 
ers are concerned. His other visitation will 
mt on prospective new members. 

t item has become such an important part in 
2 of the church because 20 Pet cent of the people 


ich means that ee bats move away, and new 
must be contacted to take their place. We 
at some pastors are working hard even to 
the membership at the present level. 

itor is pastor of a congregation in a town of 
e last four years we have received 100 new 
every year, but we have lost about 60 every 
‘people moving out of town. This constant change 
both the pastor and the congregation. The 
hardly get to know one another. Recently 
eived a family back into membership. The fam- 
been away exactly two years and it had been 
‘ed to another church. When they were ac- 
‘into membership again, some people said to 
hought they had always been members. They 
oked the fact that they had been away two 


regational fellowship cannot be developed with- 
33 ee eerting to know one another. The fact 


and the parents to new working conditions and 
] bors. And they must be adjusted to a new 


Eeoanious in aed of Bonnin: They 
rogeneous lot needing to discover how much 


For the town and city pastors this is a great concern. 
The fact they are so new in a church makes the 
stewardship aspect of their membership more difficult. 


No one feels like giving themselves and of their means, 


before they have become active members. 

In this modern church life there is a tendency to 
forget the really needy. The poor, the people with 
problems and frustrations. These are the people in the 


greatest need. Christ spent much of his time with 


them. But with our spirit of suburbia and middle class 
attitude and shallow religion we overlook those who 
are in real need. . 

The older church members can be of tremendous 
help in their church by calling on the members. 
pastor cannot call on all. He must necessarily spend his 
time on the more urgent and difficult problems. But 
members with the love of Christ in their hearts can and 
should visit with a good word from Christ and their 
church. Do that instead of complaining that the pastor 


does not call on you. Then call on him and share your eS 


experiences with him. 


WOMEN PASTORS 


MTL 2 vee 


The ; 


The Lutheran Church of Sweden has decided to ad- 


mit women to ordination. The Church of Sweden is 
a state church, which means that the parliament passes 


the laws concerning the church. Last year the parlia-_ eS 


ment passed the law that women might become pastors. _ : 
But after the law was passed it was placed before The 
Church Assembly, which consists of 57 laymen and 43° 


theologians. The Assembly voted to ratify the bill by 


a vote of 62 to 36. It will be interesting to see when — e. 


the first woman in Sweden will be ordained. 


Denmark has also permitted women to be ordained. : : 
Three women serve as pastors in Denmark at present. _ 
A number of the other Protestant bodies admit women __ 


to ordination. It will no doubt take some time before = 


this problem comes before the Lutheran church in 


America. There have been violent arguments pro and os 
con in Denmark and Sweden before women were ad- 


mitted for ordination. 


THE NAME OF THE NEW CHURCH 


The ULCA, Augustana, Suomi Synod, and AELC ~ 
merger committee have discussed the name of the new __ 
church they propose to form. The last name proposed — a? 
is “The United Evangelical Lutheran Church.” A writer 
in The Lutheran takes issue with this name in a letter 


to The Lutheran. 


To me it is ridiculous to have such a long name for ‘the 


proposed new church as “United Evangelical Lutheran 


Church in America.” It would be better to call it merely — 4 


“The Lutheran Church” and on the second line “Evangeli- ; 


cal.” If one were asked to what church he belongs, and he 
started with “United Evan...” he would get no further, 
as by then he would have Jost his questioner who would 
never know what the church was. 

The Missouri Synod calls itself “The Lutheran Church-— 
Missouri Synod.” If the day ever comes when we could 
be united with the Missouri Synod the way would be paved 
already with a name that would fit. All that would be 
needed would be for them to omit “Missouri Synod” and 
for us to omit “Evangelical.” 


LUTHERAN HYMNAL TO GO 
INTO THIRD PRINTING 
ABOUT 1,500,000 COPIES 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (RNS)—The 
demand for the new Lutheran Service 
Book and Hymnal which appeared 

ast March is so heavy that the pub- 
- jishers decided here to authorize a 
third printing of 400,000 copies. 

The two earlier printings of 1,074,- 
000 copies are nearly exhausted and 
many congregations have yet to order 
the new hymnal, it was reported dur- 
ing a meeting of the National Lu- 
- theran Editors’ and Managers’ associa- 
tion. 

- Dr. H. Torrey Walker, Philadelphia, 
predicted that the third printing will 
be gone by Easter, 1959. 

The hymnal project is one of the 
biggest publishing ventures of its kind 
in American history. 

Dr. Walker, who is manager of 
_ United Lutheran Publishing House, is 
_ serving as liaison representative be- 
- tween the six publishers and the joint 
hymnal commission which produced 
the new book. 

_ He said publishers had no idea that 
_ the new hymnal would go so well. 
“Everyone I’ve contacted seems very 
wy pleased,” he said. “The new liturgy 
seems to have met with a fine recep- 
tion on the part of everyone.” 


_ CHURCH UNION SCORES 
_ CLERGYMEN WHO FLEE 
_ SOVIET ZONE 

The flight of Soviet Zone clergy- 
men to the West is “irreconcilable” 
_ with their pastoral duties, the Coun- 


_ the Old Prussian Union) Church de- 
- celared in a regular session in Berlin. 
__-Voiecing “full understanding of the 
inner and outer afflictions” to which 
_ clergymen and their families are sub- 
_ jected in “the present situation,” the 
Council said it must confirm its stand 
that for a pastor to leave his parish 
on his own account is irreconcilable 
with the ordination vow. 

_ The Council also expressed the “ur- 
gent desire” for speedy clarification 
_ and removal of “disturbing factors” 
a between Church and State as provided 
_ in the recent agreement between the 
Soviet Zone government and the Evan- 
_ gelical Churches in East Germany. It 
. was deplorable, the Council said, that 
no “substantial” relaxation of Church- 
_ State tensions had been brought about 
= so far, 

_ Since the agreement two months 
A : ago, various Church leaders have 
_ charged the East German Communist 
regime with failing to live up to the 
_ assurances it gave of full religious 


cil: of the Evangelical Union (formerly | 


Sih various ways. 
congregational constitutions it is spe-— 


3 Church News from here and there 


freedom. 

Meanwhile, several new anti-Church 
measures were reported. More than 
30 Evangelical youth seminars and 
retreats -have been banned by au- 
thorities under the pretext that the 
programs were not restricted to 
Church themes or that the young peo- 
ple would be overstrained. 

Also, several pastors have been fined 
recently for alleged failure to comply 
with a Soviet Zone regulation requir- 
ing all gatherings outside churches 
proper to be registered in advance 
with local police. Too, state-sponsor- 
ed orchestras and choirs have been 
forbidden to participate in musical 
events held in churches. 


ASSEMBLIES 1959 GOAL IS 
415 NEW CHURCHES 

A goal of 415 new churches dur- 
ing 1959 has been set by the Assem- 
blies of God, which has headquarters 
in Springfield, Mo. Each of the de- 
nomination’s 44 districts has been as- 
signed a target in the drive. 

At a conference of district home 
missions directors, it was announced 
that the denomination has been estab- 
lishing a new church a day for the 
past ten years. 

The Home Missions Department will 
assist districts in finding workers 


The Wrestler 


SHIELD SECRET SINS 


It has been authentically reported 
that it is the practice of some pastors 
to refuse to distribute the elements 
in communion to persons who have 
been divorced or who have been 
known to be living in adultery. Oth- 
ers have gone boyond this to trace 
down offenders in these and other 
areas. Fantastic as this may seem, 
it has occurred often and at different 
times in the history of the Christian 
Church. 

The thought that the church has a 
responsibility to discipline persons 
who live in sin has been expressed 
In many of the 


cifically pointed out that persons who 
live in open sin are to be brought be- 
fore the “ruling board” and some- 
times before the voting membership 
to answer for their offense, to re- 
pent and to make amends. It seems 
obvious that there is a place for this. 
So it seems to many today, and to 
those persons responsible for drafting 
the constitutions. Most church mem- 
bers recognize that there is a place 
for discipline in the organized church. 
How far and in what areas this dis- 
cipline should be administered is a 
matter producing widely different re- 
sponses. i 


lessly it is assumed that it 


it is to neglect to do | 


and in providing financing. 
semblies now have 8,104 chu 
all 49 states. They maint 
foreign language branches. F 


THREE FORMER ROMAN _ 
CATHOLIC PRIESTS GRAN Ef 
LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIPS) 
Three former Roman 
Priests were granted scholarsh 
the Lutheran World Federatio 
partment of World Mission 
met in Copenhagen early in Sep 
ber. ; 5 yes ea 
After studying at Lutheran sg 
aries, they will return to the: 
Italy and minister of the Gospel 
as Lutheran pastors. a 
IT PAYS TO GET MAN 
STEAMED UP ‘ee 
Elders of St. Stephen’s Presbyt 
church in Sydney have foun 
sometimes pays to get a man *S! 
ed up.” an 
Last Easter a regular w 
was considerably annoyed 
found himself unable to gai 
tance to the church during a 
service. 4 


that the man—who prefers to re 
anonymous—gave the church e 
money to install a closed cir 
vision system to relay its se 
a hall below. . _s 

Even so, the nameless dono 
to be sure he is on time to 
The hall now also is pack 
worshippers on Sunday. 


al 


By S. T. Eward : ; 7 


The church has not hesi’ 
upon persons to answer 
sins of heresy—false doctriz 


* 


teaching. A Lutheran synod 1 
conducted widely publicized tria 
pastors charged with heres iH 
was hailed by many as a whol! 
sign. Others could speak only | 
tively of it. - 
_The selection of sins ‘for 
tion and discipline can be a 
decision. Sensual sins are 
garded as worse than ot 


to steal or lie or kill o: 


other areas. Sins of com 
been evaluated as more | 


MAN IN THE WHITE HOUSE, 


stretch of the imagination can 
f being President be regard- 
un. Fear, worry, tension—_ 
ve their own insistent ways 
g out the White House in- 
no matter whether he plays 
dulges in deep sea fishing or 
n the quiet of the Pennsyl- 
untryside. Certainly this is 
f our President these days as 
les mount abroad and as mul- 
nous duties press on him here 


view of President Hisenhower’s 
‘activities reveals that in re- 
onths he has studied, signed and 
ed as law 121 important bills 
y the last Congress. These 
the most part, are highly 
They involve the expendi- 
billions of tax dollars. Many 
are very controversial, so 
that whatever position the 
t takes, he is bound to reap 
Then, what about the 14 


y be sure, he has stirred the 
nest and, as we so well know, 
both have stingers and also. 


resident has had little com- 
make about the departure of 
Friday, otherwise known as 
_ Adams. There is not much 
say with any good grace. He 
like Mr. Adams, has been 
yient of gifts of no small value. 
“ows aimed at Mr. Adams have 
the President. Be assured of 
g—those arrows hurt. 


o all this is the mounting 
of imminent war. Problems 
ear-East are not settled and 
ies this Far-East complication. 
ry Dulles too aggressive? Is 
d of Quemoy defensible? 


ed the responsiblity that 
one loaded with fate. But 
‘spared the responsibility of 


daily prayer and with an 
concern to do what we can to 
m give the right answer. Of 
expect him to his part. By 
ken, “we must ask no less 


t bills he has vetoed? Here, — 


is burden, of undergirding ~ 
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“Washington Observer 


By Gerhard Lenski 


YOUR LETTER TO WASHINGTON 


Recent reports say that our State 
Department in Washington has re- 
ceived some 5,000 letters, 80% of 
which express disapproval of our na- 
tion’s handling of the Chinese situa- 
tion and plead for a greater effort 
to keep us out of war. 

Vice President Nixon declares him- 
self “shocked” by this report, not so 
much by the content of these letters, 
as by the carelessness of the State 
Department subordinate who released 
their contents to the press. Secretary 
Dulles has added fuel to flame by 
suggesting that such letters are really 
of no great concern and are not to 
be taken too seriously. 

The simple fact, however, that these 
unhappy comments have been made 
and have found the headlines indicates 
that letters of the above kind are im- 
portant. Quite obviously, 
read, analyzed, summarized. They 
may not be followed, but they do in- 
fluence our leaders in the decision 
they make. They also influence pub- 
lic opinion as these particular letters 
are now doing. More than all this, 
they are in order, bespeaking an in- 
terest in public affairs which our high- 
est officials will do well to encourage 
rather than to try to discourage. After 
all, war is deadly business and the 
little people are the ones who pay 
the most. These little people need to 
show themselves to be more than 
sheep led to the slaughter. And our 
high officials must never forget that 
those whom they lead are more than 
sheep. 


wos 


they are - 


SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT 
FEDERAL AID FOR EDUCATION 


Now that a generous Congress has 
approved the spending of $900 million 
to help education throughout the land, 
it is in order that interested individ- 
uals do some serious thinking. 


Two basic purposes are to be serv- 
ed. The first is to aid bright students 
to go to college by means of loans. 


The second is to encourage a larger — 


number of these bright students to 
enter the teaching profession. All this 
sounds good, doesn’t it? 


But should students be helped with _ 


loans? Is this really necessary? Dr. 
Stalnaker of the National Merit Foun- 
dation points out that already 97% 
of our brightest high-schoolers go to 


college without such loan help. It is. 


further pointed out that thousands of 
valuable scholarships are now avail- 
able but not being used for the reason 
there is a lack of capable students to 
claim them. In short, doesn’t it look 
as though our real poverty is not 
one of money but rather of interest, 
initiative, native ability and brains? 


In this connection, is it unreasonable 


to suggest that the one thing most w 


needed by our American youth is that 
thing which the Christian religion a- 


Se Re oe een ee on 


lone can give—a sincere desire on 


the part of the individual to make the 
most of his talents in order to serve 
better his fellowman and his God? 


Whatever your answer, if interested 
as pastor, parent or prospective stu- 
dent, write for information to the 
U. S. Office of Education, Washington, 


D. C.; also to Public Affairs Pamphlets, 


Room 200, 22 East 38th St., New York 
(1, N. Y., asking for pamphlet: “Wor- 
rying About College?” 


Lutheran Bodies Urged to Press Cooperation 


By NLC News Bureau 


The future of the National Lutheran 
Council in the light of impending 
mergers that involve its eight member 
bodies was discussed in Minneapolis 
at the 45th annual convention of the 
National Lutheran Editors’ and Man- 
agers’ Association. 

In a joint resolution, the editors and 
managers called upon the leaders of 
Lutheran Church bodies to meet for 


- informal conferences to consider ways 


“to strengthen avenues. of inter-Lu- 
theran cooperation such as the Nation- 
al Lutheran Council and to explore 


‘new roads that may lead to further 


” 


co-operative efforts ... 


The resolution further 
led to bear witness to our Lord as 
one united body of all Lutherans in 
the U. S. A.” 


A panel discussion on Lutheran 
unity highlighted the editors’ section 
of the convention and led to the reso- 
lution that was also adopted by the 
managers’ section at a joint session 
of the two branches of the asociation. 

Dr. Edward W. Schramm of Colum- 
bus, O., editor of the Lutheran Stand- 
ard (ALC), who moderated the panel, 
said he was “very genuinely concern- 

(Continued on page 13) 
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expressed _ 
the hope that “our churches may be 
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Too Much Activity 
: IN CHURCH? 


By Eugene Wekander 


“<i 


Church life today is different! No longer is it a simple 

schedule of Sunday School and worship with an occasional 
young people’s meeting and ladies’ aid. Our older folk 
are suspicious of the added activity and our younger folk 
sometimes grow weary in trying to keep up! The question 
is not really one of too much or too little activity but 
hat are our objectives. Are we making activity an end 
itself? Or are the activities in our churches means to- 
rard an end? Are we mainly concerned with keeping an 
‘ganization called a congregation functioning? And is 
ivity a sign of life’s functioning? Are we prodding 
congregations into activity to prove to ourselves that 
are alive? 


“he work of the church is to evangelize the world. This 
ccomplished by the preaching of the Word and the Ad- 
istration of the Sacraments. Because it is a work of 
-God’s appointed Means of Grace accomplish the pur- 
se. However, the use of God’s Means has been intrusted 
the church. Through these “Means” souls are saved 
sanctified. Therefore, the evangelizing of the world is 


owship with God through Jesus Christ. But we are also 
cerned that they remain in this fellowship and grow 
0 spiritual maturity. Thus the objective of the church is 
St ‘eae and hold souls for and in God’s Kingdom. This is 


eH “pia were accused of turning the world ae down. orate 


was a spirit of “pressing on.” But we are never suspicious 


alled into this service and ministry. Activity is not wrong. 
it activity which exists as an end in itself, energy expend- 
ed without moving us towards our objective, which is out of 
: lace in the church. The activity which plays a part in 
winning or holding a soul for God’s kingdom has a right- 
1 place in the church. Such an activity has a right on 
church calendar. 


aver: there is also the problem of the most advan- 
geous use of resources within the church. Time and 
rgy are “limited resources.” There is only so much 
ime and only so much energy. And the power is of God 
ud comes through the “Means of Grace.” Therefore, our 
ost effective use of time and energy is that used in the 
‘eaching and teaching of the Word and in the admin- 
istration of the Sacraments. We may make more friends 
xy activities of a social nature but this is not our objective. 
justify social activities only as they help to bring peo- 
_ ple into contact with the Means of Grace or encourage 
them in the fellowship of believers. They are a means 
me. our End! They must never be an end in them- 
selves 


_ A good farmer or a good business man is constantly 
Z checking his operations to see that each expenditure of 


nize every activity to determine if this . 


e individually, one by one, as souls are brought into 


they might have overlooked their reason for being — 


.. y : {a 
effort or means is adding to the producwos “ie th 


gram. With its objectives clearly in mind itn 


the church towards its objective. It needs t 
ing one activity with another to determine whic 
complish most towards reaching the blest reas 


Here are some possible questions we amen sk 
ating our church program: | 


1. Is the Word of God taught as the cents 2 
gram? 


2. Is there prayer fellowship? > 


3. Is there opportunity for a true spirit of of worsh] 


4. Is there encouragement and cp pore 
properly motivated stewardship ne Riaigs 
means? és 


5. Does it encourage faithful attendance 
services of the church and at the sa F 
Communion? 


6. Does it reach the unchurehaas “— 
bring them into Bene with the M 


8. Does it encourage personal 3 devotion 1 
Christian witness in eeored and Vegans 


9. Does it foster the fcliawahi ‘of 
responsibility for Sensing she ‘Kin, 


10. Does it evcier responsible. tenusees 
will strengthen the church in reaching its 
objectives? eee 


The church ought to ne busy. It there are the 
of leadership available there migh 
night of the week. There could b 
most ae. hour of the Poe A eo 


a eis see But let it. nee 
not ends but means - toward an 


time for Roe ete ay its goal. 
let them add their part in 


No pew no pulpit, and like- 
wise, no pulpit no pew. What 
ig 4 does the man in the pew expect 
So of the man in the pulpit? There 
Experience is also such a thing as the re- 


sponsibility of the pew toward 
the pulpit. These two _things are 


=> a deputation from a vacant congregation came tc 

eon and asked him to recommend a pastor who could 

e church. Spurgeon replied that they made men who 

» big enough to fill the pulpit. To fill the church was 
sponsibility. 


rmon is an important part of a church service, 
not the only factor in the edification of the con- 
tion. Congregational singing and the liturgy are also 
ta t factors. Poor congregational singing of the chosen 
s is not conducive to edification. I have attended 
ervices where the conregations acted as if that was 
iness” of the choir. This is generally the case 
the choir is in the balcony. The choir has three 
ns to perform, namely, to edify the congregation 
ecial music, to assist the congregation, or rather to 
he congregation in congregational singing, and lead 
ongregation in the responses in the liturgy. The choir 
o this most effectively when it is not in the balcony. 


, well executed, is an important factor in the edi- 
of the congregation. The liturgy in the new hym- 


ae and it is a rich heritage. It is interesting 
that when the spiritual life was at low ebb in 
it, it was liturgy that gave edification to the peo- 


‘ion, praise and thanksgiving for the promise of for- 
of sy reading of Scripture, confession of faith, 


Beir cics is Giicreding. I think Lt would be a good 
cassionally to use part of the morning service to 


By Arthur J. Seegers 


+. 


“the ‘altar.” 


‘ing Edges i in Lutheran Welfare 


explain the beauty and richness of the liturgy. 


What does the man in the pew expect of the man in the 
pulpit? I quote from Bishop Bo Giertz’ essay in the book, — 
The Unity of The Church, page 140: “It is the task of the — 
sermon to preach the given Word so that the God who is ; 
present can speak to His children and reveal His will to | 
them. When this happens, then God also creates the re- — 
pentance, the faith, and the new life which, in turn, find — 
their own self-expression within the liturgy. If the sermon _ 
fails, then the liturgy can step in for the sermon as an 
expedient under certain circumstances. If the Word of 
God does not come to expression in the sermon, then the 
word of the liturgy, the nearness of God in the sacraments, 
and the dogma of the church hymns will often compensate 
for the absence of the sermon.” Also from page 135: 
“Preaching comes through the Word of Christ, and for 
that reason brings forth faith. The Word works and creates 
faith. The sermon addresses itself also to those estranged © 
from the church. A proper sermon has also something to oe 
say to them. It holds a mirror before our eyes in which 
we come to know ourselves as we really look. It paints 
for us the picture of the Saviour. It shows His presence 
among us. His voice resounds again in the world.” 


I quote from Conrad Bergendoff’s essay in the same 
book, page 129: “Another symptom of the uncertainty c 
the place of the sermon is the tendency to weave othe 
elements of the liturgy around it as if it did not have a 
innate strength of position. I refer to the habit, ancien 
and modern, of introducing the sermon with a prayer, o 
concluding with prayer. This reveals a lack of understand- 
ing of the elements of prayer in the other parts of the lit- 
urgy. Whatever can be said in the form of prayer in the 
pulpit can be said in those parts of the service where 
prayer is proper. To give the sermon its unique plac 
we should let it stand forth as an independent or integr 
element. When the preacher goes to the pulpit, he go 
not to pray, not to give thanks, not to make announcemen 
—he goes to proclaim the Word. We have weakened th 
effect of the sermon by all the extraneous and irreleva 
items we have brought into the pulpit. The eccentricities 
of the preacher have no more place in the pulpit than a 


These three quotations should be heeded. The pastor goes 
to the pulpit not to present himself. He goes to the pulp 
to present Jesus Christ who came into the world to save 
sinners. The pastor who preaches Christ crucified is a 
good pastor. 


and pried hard at the growing edg 
What great weight he had to bud, 
he indicated by telling that there a 
462 Lutheran health and_ welfare 
agencies across the land which rend- 
ered $63 million worth of services in 


1957. He saw growing edges in the 


“a met in Green Lake, Wis. in 
Lidwest Regional meeting under 
| sky and “The Growing Edges 
Social Services” as theme. 
nt of this theme the con- 


ome and then press for- 
there, ‘The theme was to 


hheran Welfare Conference in ~ 


re to look and see how far ~ 


forestall that they stall on the spot 
and just pat themselves on their backs 
for having gotten so far. 

The Rev. Henry J. Whiting, D.D., 
Executive Secretary of the Division 
of- Welfare, National Lutheran Coun- 
cil, gave the opening address. He took 
the lever of his position and the place 
to stand which the conference offered 


deepening sense of social responsi- 
bility, in the upturn of quality of 
services. A sticking point, however, 
he saw in the short supply of workers. — 
And he pleaded for teamwork of the — 
social worker with other professionals — é 
who bring help to the person in need. 


aba Tas it 


~ 


“Fellowship of the Acceptable” 


The next major address was made 
to focus on the city. The Rev. Walter 
 Kloetzli, Secretary for Urban Church 
Planning, Division of American Mis- 
sions, N.L.C., conveyed deep concern 
about people of the inner city. And 
there was a bit of vinegar in his words 
when he said that the congregation 
which is a “fellowship of the accept- 
able” just can’t stand up to the de- 
‘mands of the times. At the edges, 
where the growth now must come, 
all people must be treated alike, said 
he. And what is more, all people stand 
more or less in need of social services. 
For these reasons, said Secretary 
-Kloetzli, congregations need the help 
of social workers. Only with their 
h lp will a “relevant ministry” be 
‘ ought to the situation and the battle 
of the city congregation for its exist- 
; ence ‘be really joined. ‘ 
The 137 conferees formed special 
interest groups and did intensive 
studies on family care, services to the 
aged, needs of hospital patients, serv- 
ices to the exceptional child (for the 
t time), adoptive services, and ad- 
nistration. Each group strained to 
move on to advanced positions. In 
one of his richly illustrated devotional 
addresses the Rev. F. O. Sveom spoke 
of a certain hoop. It went whirling. 
With every occasion the advice was 
parroted that the hula hoop is too 
imiting a sphere for the social work- 


_ ‘The dire need that agencies hav: 
for trained workers and the urgency 


EO f recruiting students for social work 
emphasized by a showing of the 
ing picture “People With a Pur- 


pose.” This is a production of the 


Division of Welfare. It informs and 
3 es. Consultant Margery Peterson 
essed the hope that the picture 


‘would be shown throughout the land 
in a steady effort of interesting young 
men and women in social service 
careers. 

The conference held a_ business 
meeting in which the Rev. Chairman 
‘Oliver Bergeland made as though old 
business had been well finished, and 
that of new business there was only 
the question whether the Regional 
Conference ought not to go out oi 
b Isiness as a unit so large as to in- 
ude several States. He found no 
takers for his suggestion of a shrin 
ing edge. This was the conference of 
‘the growing edge. And the conferees, 
king through the eyes of the com- 
‘pasionate Lord, silently resolved to 
_ go on serving His needy people the 
‘same as before but better. 


a ae Pe 


er who has his eyes on growing edges. | 


+ SS ome 5 alas 


a 
“Why Don’t the Men Sing in chia 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran ; 


Sir: 
Aa 

This is written in defense of the men in our churches. They are 

often criticized by women and clergy because, by and large, (allow- 

ing eon the exceptions) they don’t sing very much or very loudly © 

in church. } 


a 
Many reasons can be cited. We can point out that it is partly 
because men are generally less interested in church than are wom 
They take less part in church life than do women. We could also 
that men are more lazy on Sundays than women—Sunday bein 
day-off for most men. We could give countless reasons and make 
comment after comment on this subject. he 


But I firmly believe, after many years of giving thought to t 
situation, that the men in our Lutheran churches fail to sing fo 
very simple and mechanical reason: MOST OF THE HYMNS AI 
PITCHED TOO HIGH, FOR MEN. That is, the average man is a bari 
tone or a bass. Just ask any choir director—tenors are always scarce. 
The average man is not a singer. That is, his pitch range is very 
limited. He simply cannot sing very high or very low, albeit his © 
would be lower than that of all the hymns in our Lutheran hymnar 


Most of our hymns reach way up to D above middle C. Many 
them reach still higher. Quite a few of them not only reach tha 
high, but are consistently high—meaning that they stay up in the 
high range for their entire melodies. These are even more difficult 
for the average man to sing. It is no fun to sit and strain one’s v 
in church. It is discouraging, and uncomfortable. So most of the 
just don’t sing much in church. If they do, they sing quite so: 
because the only way they could reach the high notes, or mainta: 
the high pitch level in most of our hymns would be to shou 
they are just too shy to shout in church. True, we can find occasio 
congregations where the men have learned how to shout—if not 
sing. This sounds good, and their pastors point to these congregat 
with just pride. But they can do this only because such congre 
tions are so exceptional. The average man in the average Luthe 
congregation of today just doesn’t sing much. 

It is a scientific fact that the men of some geographical areas 
the world have voices with more range than that of others. I be 
in this realm, that Europeans generally have higher voices with 
range than that of Americans. : 


“Fs But Dente a it sete eae our Lutheran hymnals o 
ere are by and large too high for the average A itan man. 
WHY SHOULD THEY NOT BE LOWERED? : oe ee 


I was very disappointed that in our new “Service Book and 
nal” no attempt to lower the pitch of the hymns has been m 
nor is the liturgy any lower than former liturgies. WHY? Oh, I | 
aware of the argument by musical experts that each melody h 
favorite key. But I ask the experts if it would not be better to 
more men singing with gusto in a lower key than to have the so- 
right key and fewer men singing? an 

It seems to me that those who decide such things as the kevs - 
which hymns and liturgies should be written are ae times. frighte 
subjective in their approach. Most of these experts are pers 
musical ability. Most of them have done some singing them 
They have no trouble singing D above middle C, so they s 
think it inexcusable that others have trouble’ singing that hi 
musical realm of the church is often our most arrogant realm 
in charge are often very far ahead of the common man. and. 
wait for him to catch up. They say: This is the way to do it! - 
people cannot do it this way, that is too bad! < Te 


In case your readers think I am being too subjective m: 
me point out that I do a lot of singing aa can sing Ceues 


bass. 


* /« Yourge2* aoe 
x Scrip Sundry _ 


ention convened at St. -Stephen’s Evangelical Lu- 
Church at Camp Douglas, Wisconsin, Sept. 11-14. 
Donald Olsen was the host pastor. The convention 
“The Witness of the Church in the World Today” 
sed on Romans 10:14-17. 


“convention was opened Thursday evening with e 
4 service at which Pastor Thorvald Hansen brought 
ssage, “Christ’s Church Will Live.” Pastor Donald 
ae as Liturgist. Friday morning Holy Commun- 
as celebrated and Pastor E. R. Andersen preached 
srmon, “God’s Grace Strengthens.” Pastors Donald 
3 A. S. Petersen were liturgists. 


0} A. S. Petersen, District President, called the first 
Ss session to order at 10:15 a.m. Friday morning. At 
leeting the Ways and Means, Nominating, and Resolu- 
Committees were elected. The convention reporter 
iso appointed. Pastor A. S. Petersen made the fol- 
‘announcement concerning vacant parishes and calls 
a recently been accepted. Pastor Daniel Hansen 
talled at Our Savior’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

h, Wisconsin on July 13, 1958; Pastor Immanuel 
on will be installed at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
n, Wisconsin on September 18, 1958; Pastor Viggo 
en will be installed at Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, 
a in November; the Shennington-Warrens parish 
g served by Mr. Jerome Pribbenow, Theological stu- 
a Luther Seminary at St. Paul, Minnesota. Dr. Theo. 
ge, A.L.C. Wisconsin District President, extended 
eting of his synod to our convention. He expressed 
icerning the forthcoming merger. Pastor Glen Rag- 
ss Student Chaplain at Madison, Wisconsin, 
| greetings and told of the great need of Lutheran 
sins in our state colleges and universities. Pastor 
of Lutheran Welfare brought greetings and express- 
res of an increased budget and enlarged program. 
he afternoon, Pastor LeRoy Andersen spoke on the 
“Need For The Resources of Prayer’ emphasizing 
aying begins with human need and prayer meets 
uman_ needs. Pastor Paul Rasmussen moderated the 
sion that followed. Pastor Raymond Paulsen reported 
2 hadow Lake Retreat at Waupaca, Wisconsin. He 
resume of the work that has been completed and 
4 the opportunities which lie before us in this de- 
2] 


= 


mt. At the present a new dining hall, which will 
serve as a crafts room, and bath facilities have been 
Sixteen temporary cabins have been set up. A beach 
ae process of being developed and can now be used. 
is a beautiful outdoor chapel in the pines and the 
jonal areas are being developed. The retreat can 
commodate eighty people plus staff. Pastor Carl 
k, who was in charge of Senior Bible Camp at Shadow 
this year, said that the camp was most successful 
pressed hopes for future development. Then Pas- 
Beeline Hansen spoke on the topic, “The Task of 
ig” emphasizing that the Church is to carry out its 
through preaching and teaching, the administration 


- (Continued no page 13) 


THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


Have you made your plans? 


The following schedule of activities for Dana’s 1958 Home- 
coming indicates the many changes that have been made 
in the weekend’s format. Emphasis has been placed on 
pleasing alumni and friends who make the trek back to 
Dana. As you can see, the annual business meeting has 
been moved to Friday night following the Coronation. A 
coffee hour has been planned for Saturday afternoon im- 
mediately after the game. We at Dana hope we'll see YOU 
there. 


Friday, October 24 


Coronation and pep rally ........ 7:30 p.m 
Alumni Business Meeting .......... 8:30 p.m 
Kaffebord in Dining Hall ........ 9:45 p.m 


Saturday, October 25 
Open House for Alumni and friends 


State of College Report .......... 10:30 a.m. 
NetinYCh es TOMMGUUIGENItS isin cceenaseiss @ ot cee 11:30 a.m 
IPATAGELSDERINISZ Toe Hire he eee als 12:30 p.m 
GamMeBberiise scatter Ol ote 2:00 p.m 


Coffee for Everybody 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. 
(in campus park area) 
Banquet (dining hall and church) 


Program (gym) 


6:30 p.m. 
8:30 p.m. 


Sunday, October 26 
Service 


Dr. Joseph Langland, seen here judging Sower copy in 
Italy, will be the main speaker at this year’s Homecoming. 
Dr. Langland has for many years been behind the campus 
literary anthology. It will be a pleasure to have him on 
the campus once again. 


FORWARD IN FAITH 


PCL aaeee ee ‘> * 


8:30 to 10:30 am. 


¢ 


dal Re ee ae Ree 


: Tea Kettles or Steam Engines? 


Be, By LeRoy C. Brown 


Which is more useful, a steam engine or a tea kettle? 
Think for a moment before you answer “Steam engine.” 
The engine is larger and worth more money than the 
ttle, but if it had not been for the tea kettle we might 
| have a steam engine. Of course you remember 
. story of how James Watt saw the steam pushing 
the tea kettle lid, and this led to the invention of 
| steam engine. 

Often the same thing is true in God's work. We need 
. little workers whom we may call “tea kettles” as 
ell as the big “steam engines.” The important ele- 
nt is not necessarily how much, but how well, we 
rve. The well doing is rewarded with the “well done.” 
Some people say to themselves, if not to others, “Look 
hat Mr. or Miss So-and-so is doing for God. I can’t 
‘nearly so much, so I may as well quit.” But God 
_ expects the person who has only one talent to use what 
he has. If the talent is not used it will be taken away. 
< ___ Sometimes young people feel that they have not been 
_ Christians long enough, or that they have not had 
ough experience, to serve God well. He expects our 
est, but He is reasonable, fair. When we are honestly 
ire we have done, and are still doing our best, and 
‘we can do, we nee never worry about how little 
_ have done or how much others have done. 
Always doing our best helps talents grow. Everyone 
d to start. Some of God’s most useful servants did 
t feel that they were doing much for Him when they 
‘st started. At first they were “tea kettles” but 
_ they became steam engines. What was the secret of 
eir achievement? They used their talents as often 
and as well as they could. They always did their best, 
and fats all God expects. 

= 
IOWA DISTRICT L. L. CONVENTION 
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November 6-9 


Ringsted, Iowa 


YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN. BOA RD 


CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 
IS 
NOVEMBER EMPHASIS 


SEE NEW YOUTH OFFICE ORDER 
FOR LIST OF STEWARDSHIP psy E 
AVAILABLE. 


ORDER YOUR SUPPLY EARLY TO 4 
HAVING THEM WHEN NEEDED. WE S' 
LY RECOMMEND THE Y.ES. PR 
(Youth Education In Stewardship) AS 
FECTIVE PROGRAM FOR TRAINING 
IN THE CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES ( 
ARDSHIP OF TREASURE. YES. 
IN NICELY WITH THE hae Pe 


THE BOOKLET, ‘ “STEP BY STEP. 
IN STRIDE WITH E.MV.,” TELLS 
AVAILABLE FROM YOUR YOU" 

JUST 5¢ PER COPY. eee 


‘People and Places 
. aan 4 


Whittier; Californiay’, kts) (oceans ee. 
Birae* of v5 ae Lutheran 


and home mission Bien On 
had a Vocation Night at which - 
received insights into a number o 
Northfield, Minnesota: oles e 
St. Peter’ s ae Leaguers had a 


a payed The group: will cond 
from Oct. 23-26, Pay 


Convener 


_ Rev. John Muller 


Bailey Avenue at W. 231st St. 
New York 63, New York 


Rev. Bob Nervig . 
411-46th Street 
Brooklyn, New York 
Rev. G. Van Hunik 


1002-10th Street South 


Fargo, North Dakota 
Rev... Virgil Anderson 
Flaxton, N. Dak. 
Rev. Theo. Hoiland 
470 “B” Street 
Lebanon, Oregon 
Rev. Reynold Tange 
Luck, Wisconsin 
Rev. Oliver Ruud 
Alexandria, Minnesota 
Mr. Charles Eckert 
%Texas Luth. College 
_ Seguin, Texas _ 
Mr. William Ray 
6238 Condon Ave. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Rev. Roald Kindem — 
Box 66 

- Havre, Montana 
Rev. Lloyd Lorenson 
Exira, Iowa 
Rev. E. O. Baack 

' Talmage, Nebraska 
Rev. Philip Natwick 


~ 220 South Smith Street 


Clark, South Dakota 
Rev. Marcus Gravdal 
Grace Lutheran 
200 Grand Ave. 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 
Rev. Carl Stubenvoll 
207 State Street 
Ripon, Wisconsin 
Mr. Fred Orth 
314 Mt. Vernon 


Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich. 


Rev. Jack Olson 
2310 Thorntree Lane 
Palatine, Illinois 
Mr. Gene Fogt 

_ 57 East Main Street 

Columbus 15, Ohio 
Rev. Bent J. Damkar 
Standard, Alberta 

_ Canada 


Digi 
es es : 
Aves ate f 
A ee Sl > 
” Ee aA ch a 


~ “Get-Acquainted” Rallies 


ape 


. Place 
Christ Church 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Bismarck, N. Dak. 
Trinity Lutheran 


Richland Lutheran 
Richland, Washington 


St. Olaf College 
Northfield, Minn. 
Trinity Lutheran 
Moorhead, Minensota 
Texas Lutheran 
Seguin, Texas 


North-Central 
Oakland, Calif. 
South St. Paul’s 
Lynwood, California 
Faith Lutheran 
Great Falls, Montana 


Wartburg College 
Waverly, Iowa 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Kensington, Kansas 
American Lutheran 
Huron, South Dakota 


Grace Lutheran 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin ~ 


The American Baptist Assembly 


Green Lake, Wisconsin 


Adrian College 
Adrian, Michigan 


Hotel DePere 
Peoria, Illinois 


Zion Lutheran 
Sandusky, Ohio 


Trinity Lutheran 
Calgary, Alberta, 


Canada 


Date 
Nov. 28-29 


Nov. 28-30 


Nov. 28, 29 
Oct. 23-25 


Nov. 28, 29 


Nov. 28, 29 


Nov. 9, 10 


Nov. 29 
Nov. 28, 29 . s 


Nov. 28, 29 


Nov. 28, 29 
Nov. 29, 30 
Nov. 28, 29, 30 


Nov. 28, 29 


OS et ag ee ee es es eee ae es 
> ‘ “9 Y et ee <0 Sr an — “ y 
ai Be err x P : = ‘ re ey oe 
THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN == ~—C<ettoberr_ (20 
BY THE FIRESIDE ) == 
FORGET IT It is of no particular compliment to PRAYER 


By Charles Didway 


_ Forget the slander you have heard. 
Forget the hasty, unkind word. 

F Forget the whole affair, because 
Forgetting is the kindest way. 
Forget the hurts of yesterday, 
Forget the chap whose doleful face 
Forgets to smile in any place. 

z Forget the burdens you have had. 
Forget the weather if it’s bad. 
Forget the knocker and his squeak, 
. Forget him seven days a week; 
Forget you’re not a millionaire, 
Forget the gray streaks in your hair; 
Forget the coffee when it’s cold 
Forget to kick, forget to scold, 
Forget the plumber’s awful charge, 
Forget the fuel bill’s so large. 
Forfget the pinch of skimpy days— 
Remember to forget—IT PAYS. 

ee 


—The Texas Press Messenger 


“aS 


A GRAVEYARD FOR GOSSIP 


If you must gossip, tell your seamy 
tale to someone who won’t tell any- 
one else. One of those old-time wood- 
n Indians might do. Or some china 
gurine. Or your child’s teddy bear 
doll. Your dog or cat should be 
ale to keep the secret. It would be 
e to tell it to the birds, for our 
hered friends have been much 
maligned in the common expression, 
little bird told me.” Go out into 
middle of the section and relieve 
r urge to tell where none but the 
bits and the squirrels can hear. 
aT ‘he whispering winds have better sub- 
Je ect matter than what you will tell 
1 nen 


‘There are a test people whom you 
can confide your story to. Proverbs 
ribes one such: “he that is of 
faithful spirit concealeth the matter” 
13b). A man of this genius (it 
might be a woman) is a graveyard 
for gossip. Any tale which has no 
- real right to public possession dies 
wv vith him. He carefully weighs wheth- 
: r what he hears is worthy of being 
re peated. If the decision is negative 
‘ or doubtful, he promptly buries the 
away. 


# Actually, people like that don’t hear 
n aany tales. The gossipers don’t like 
he cool reception they get. The sober 


( isy to meet. And so the one who 
J fuses to gossip soon is left unin- 


} foie 
wi 


aman or woman that he knows every- 
thing that is going on, including things 
that should not go on. It is a com- 
pliment to a man when the purveyors 
of scandal detour around him. Here, 
surely, ignorance is bliss. There are 
things a good man would rather not 
know. His ears are clean and his mind 
untainted. Thoreau once wrote of 
people whose ears are vast hoppers for 
sound. 


A deaf man once thought that he 
was fortunate, for there were so 
many things he didn’t need to hear. 
We can be thankful that we have 
ears. But the good man will learn to 
control the gate between his ears 
and his tongue. The ground plan of 
a Christian mind should include a 
graveyard for gossip. 

—Gospel Herald 


THE TEACHER 


I saw her gently tilt a little chin ~ 


And smile into the troubled, plead- 
ing eyes; 

Smooth touseled hair, touch cheek so 
wan and thin 

And at some rudeness show a mock 
surprise. 


I saw her stoop to dry away a tear; 
When little fingers failed, she but- 
toned clothes; 


I heard her for their health express 


a fear— 
*Tis treacherous wind that in Novem- 
ber blows. 


I knew some came from homes where 
plenty reigned, 

Some came from huts where direst 
need was found— 

But tactful ignorance of this she 
feigned— 

In her bright room they met on com- 
mon ground. 


Oh, Greatest Teacher, when she comes_ 


to you, 
Be very, very kind to her, I pray; 
Forgive her faults and mercy to her 
show, 
Even as she was orsifal today. 


—Apostolic Review 


LET’S TAKE STOCK 


—Am I doing my part in preventing 
such a calamity? 


—Do I “ride free” on the sacrifices 
of others. 
—Does Christianity “show” in my 


daily life? 


—Does Christianity mean “getting”” | 


or “giving” to me? 


_ “what's the matter?” =~ Pt 


Prayer is not words—it is ang 
For the sheep that have strayec d fi 

the fold, 
Pity for those still in darkne SS, 
Longings that cannot be told. 


Prayer is not words—it is powe 
Drawn from God’s storehouse 
morn. 
Prayer is that precious commu 
From which love and compass 
born. ae 


—Phillip Moore in “Wa 


HE JUST SAID 
He did not talk of this or that 
To make the earth and se 


The constellations of the stars- 
He just said, “Let there be.” 


He did not summon rod and 1 asl 
To execute His will; _ 3 

When tempest tossed a tiny ship; 
He just said, “Peace, be si 11.” 


When those who should have 
Him best A Py? 
Released a startled cry, 
He did not turn to miracles, 


He just said, “It is I.” 


His “It is I,” and ‘Let there be,” 
Have never passed away. 
To know He is, to know He can, , 
Are all we need today. _ 


4 . —Helen Frazee- ) 
Sunday School Tir 


’ ‘ 

Sea, sea everywhere as t 
liner plowed her way onw 
traveler was hanging over 
of Nie 

“Oh, steward!” he groaned, 
far are we from land?” F 


“Mile and a hall, aa r 
gruff reply. ; 


“Thank heaven, Tn what 
steward?” 


“Straight dent 


The doctor rushed ‘oe of hi 7 
wed must go at once!” ie 


$5 
“Why, dad, a asked his: 


“lve just had a messagi ; 
man can’t live without He 
the doctor. 


lief. “Just an fh e 
ly. a think t ca 


Be: FAMILY TIES 
Continued from page 1) 
will be times when I must 
” to them, and I must have 
de good, wholesome entertain- 
rage to do so. I must be able 
r the unsavory’ kind I must 
old. They will learn only 
guidance and care, and I 
e to it that this comes from 
ht sources. I can blame no 
myself if I let others take 
ponsibility. 
hysical side of my family is 
unt but not so much as their 
tual life. I will take a few min- 
out of each busy day and set it 
for our family devotion. During 
imes of communion with God, 
mily will tie itself together 
bond that is strengthened from 
» day by mutual love, kindness 
ervice. We can be secure in the 
ledge that our home is being 
hed over and cared for by the 
| powerful love ever known. God 
head of our home and He is 
s there to guide us. 
istian mothers, let’s awake to 
- ponsibilities! Remember that 
burden of family togetherness 
| heavily upon our shoulders. The 
ly is the very bedrock of our 
Pe and if it deteriorates, the 
will be disastrous. It could 
ean the future of our nation 
nore important, the Lord’s church 
mly be as strong as the families 
Beit, 
sf us each pray and work so that 
Christian family ties will remain 
ag and safe. 
: ca —Christian Woman 
$$ ________— 
UTHERAN BODIES URGED TO 
; PRESS COOPERATION 
(Continued from page 5) 
about the effeet of the mergers on 
ons in the Council. 
E. E. Ryden of Rock Island, II1., 
of the Lutheran Companion 
), said he hoped that neither of 
two bodies being created in the 
ers “would feel so self-sufficient 
rould go it alone without co-op- 
ag with the other body.” 
th Dr. Ryden and Dr. O. G. Mal- 
of Minneapolis, editor of the Lu- 
an Herald (ELC), voiced the hope 
he Lutheran Church—Missouri 
yd would join the National Lu- 
an, Council or its successor agency. 
rever, the Rev. Alfred P. Klaus- 
ese editor of the Walther 
sue, Messenger and a pastor oF the 
uri Synod, said he was “pes- 
about the possibilities that 
i would join the NLC in the 
ture, . 
_F. Blankenbuehler of St. 
s, editor of the Lutheran Witness, 
1 bi-weekly of the Missouri 
WY his Church always is 


ii eke a 
THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


ready to join with other Lutheran 
bodies “but on the basis of doctrine.” 

“There must be a unity in doctrine 
before we can work together,” he 
emphasized. “We have got to see eye 
to eye on the doctrine of the inspira- 
tion of the Bible because that’s funda- 
mental.” 

Dr. John M. Jensen of Spencer, 


_Ta., editor of the Ansgar Lutheran 


(UELC), said he felt that a merger 
of all eight bodies of the NLC into 
one Church would have delayed a 
larger union. With three groups of 
equal size, he added, it will be easier 
to bring about total union of Ameri- 
can Lutheranism. 

While agreeing with this view, Dr. 
Ryden said he deplored the “pride, 
prejudice and personalities” which he 
felt had disturbed efforts toward an 
all-inclusive union. 

He said he was not pessimistic about 
the future “in spite of all these dis- 
appointments.” He expressed hope 
that the new Service Book and Hym- 


nal might be a unifying influence in 


the NLC bodies. 

Dr. Albert P. Stauderman of Phil- 
adelphia, associate editor of The Lu- 
theran (ULCA), said the danger of the 
two separate merger movements now 
in progress was that they ‘might hard- 
en into separate groups and remain 


- that way.” 


In a brief address at the conven- 
tion dinner of the association, Dr. 
Fredrik A. Schiotz of Minneapolis, 
president of the Evangelical Lutheran 


- Church, took note of the concern for 


the National Lutheran Council’s fu- 
ture. 

He said it is obvious that there will 
have to be a reorganization of the 
Council because of the mergers, but 
stressed that “reorganization does not 
need to mean any lessening of the 
area of co-operation.” 

Expressing the hope that there will 
be “an enlarged area” of common en- 
deavor, he suggested that there might 
be “two tracks under one shed” in 
the reorganized Council. Practical 
matters in which the Missouri Synod 
co-operates, such as relief, refugee 
work and chaplaincy services, might 
be conducted on one track, he said, 
while on the other could be the more 
“intimate” work in which matters of 
faith are involved. 

Dr. Schiotz urged that the various 
general bodies “continue to have con- 
fidence in one another even if now 
and then we have a detour.” 


Aa St cel a Sates 
WISCONSIN DIST. CONVENTION 
(Continued from page 9) 
of the sacraments and _ witnessing. 
Pastor Myron Haleen served as mod- 
erator in the discussion that followed. 
Friday evening began with a prayer 
session under the leadership of Pas- 


tor N. B. Hansen who brought a brief 


ae. ae Oy He Fe 4 a 
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meditation. A worship service fol- 
lowed with Pastor Carl Wildrick serv- 
ing as liturgist. Dr. William Larsen, 
President of the U.E.L.C., preached 
on the theme, “Response to the Gos- 
pel.” Dr. Larsen stressed that our re- 
sponse to the gospel is the work of 
God alone. When we speak of our 
response to the gospel, we are speak- 
ing of a miracle, for it is-God alone 
who effects and prospers our faith. 
After the service, the pastors and 


‘their wives who were attending the 
convention enjoyed the remainder of — 


the evening in the home of Pastor 
and Mrs. Donald Olsen. 
afforded the pastors with the oppor- 
tunity to talk with Dr. Larsen. 
Saturday morning began with a Bi- 
ble Study of Romans 10 by Pastor 


K. J. Wihelmsen. The main business — 


session of the convention followed. 
It was announced that 14 pastors and 


34 delegates had registered. The Ways — 


and Means Committee gave its report 
and a motion was made to consider 
it point by point. 
took the following action on the Ways 


and Means report: 1) A welcome was 


extended to new pastors in the dis- 


trict (D. Hansen, E. Petersen, and V. _ 


Petersen) and expressions of gratitude 
were extended to pastors who have 


left our distirct, (L. Andersen, R. Han- 
sen, R. Hansen, and K. Nygaard); 2) 
It was decided that the Parish Educa- 
tion Committee would continue to — 


This also — 


The convention — 


function in cooperation with the A.L.C. — 


and the E.L.C. as in this past year; — 
3) That we receive with thanks the © 


-(Continued on page 15) 


MORE POWER 


TO vou 


A Teen Guide 
for Self- 
Understanding 
by John and 
Dorathea 
Crawford 
Written just . 
for teen-agers, 
in their 
language, 
More Power To You 1s packed 
full of ideas on how to gain clearer 
self-understanding, self-acceptance 
and self-control. The lively style of 
the book is made even more appeal- 
ing to youthful readers by the use 
of diagrams, tables, illustrations 
and self-quizzes. 


Real-life situations at the end of 
each chapter present ‘‘what-would- 
you-do” problems for discussion 
with each other or with parents. 
$2.50 at all bookstores. 
MUHLENBERG PRESS 
Philadelphia 
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a on Healing 


[ Bios” Thomas Nelson and 
60 Pages, vi 95. 


‘of Be perience in life be- 
Also he has 


-a materialistic age. He 
sical healing from several 
view, such as the Biblical 
healing and the principles 
healing. In his appendices 
usses the Psychiatric Analysis 
ealing ministry and other 

ojects. 

uestion of faith healing and 
al healing is so much to the fore 
that we welcome this book. 
the best we have read on 
. Yet, it seems as if the 


sve that God is almighty. 
1 he does perform miracles. 
this now and then in the lives 
periences of many Christians. 
must be careful that we do 
o expect that God will al- 
1. It could be a great shock 


nd then God seemingly failed 
‘But read the book. 

Medicine 

by Vincent Edmunds and C. 
‘don Scorer, the Christian Med- 
Society, 192 pages, $3.00 

as a relief to read this book 
had read the book on Spirit 


ns tot the Sasi in a 
manner. It gives God the 
also touches on spiritual 
We enjoyed the book because 
1es on a variety of subjects 
confront the pastor in his 
The pastor will learn to 
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P. V. Hansen 


needed for the camps. 


Christians, if they believed 


WISCONSIN DIST. CONVENTION 
( Continued from page 13) 


report of the Lutheran Welfare So- 
ciety and urge congregational support; 
4) That we receive with thanks Pas- 
tor Ragsted’s report and urge con- 
gregational support of the Lutheran 
Student Chaplain Program; 5) That 
the District President should appoint 
a committee to write a history of the 
Wisconsin District, that history to be 
submitted at next year’s district con- 
vention for consideration of possible 
publication; 6) The following action 
was taken on the District Bible Camp 
for the next year —a. That the Shad- 
ow Lake Retreat area will be rented 
for the 1959 Bible Camps from the 
Bethany Home Board with that Board 
providing food, lodging, and a nurse 
for a determined fee. b. That the Bi- 
ble Camp Committee investigate the 
possibility of having several camps 
according to age groups. c. That the 
Bible Camp Committee determine the 
cost per camper according to the rent- 
al fee charged and other expenses 
d. That the 
Bible Camp Committee consist of six 
pastors and five laymen with its ex- 
ecutives to be elected from within and 
by the committee. e. That thanks be 
extended to congregations who sup- 
ported the camp and the use of me- 
morial certificates was encouraged. 
7) A budget of $2,968.54 was adopted, 
(Lutheran Welfare $500, Wisconsin Lu- 
theran Student oundation $300, Dis- 
trict Board Expenses $500, Convention 
travel expense for pastors $250, Stew- 
ardship Committee $200, Sunday 
School Institute $200, Parish Education 
Fund $300, Bible Camp deficit $218.54, 
Bible Camp subsidy $300, Convention 


| 
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Reports $100, and Miscellaneous $100). 
The auditors reported that they had 
examined the treasurer’s records and 
found them in order. Pastor Paul 
Rasmussen was elected District Vice- 
President and Pastor Thorvald Hansen 
was re-elected District Secretary. Mr. 
Walter Kohler was re-elected District 
Treasurer by a unanimous vote. The 
following men were elected to the 
Bible Camp Committee: Pastors R. 
Berthelsen, M. Haleen, D. Hansen, J. 
H. Thompsen, Mr. Roy Poulsen, Racine 
and Mr. Edwin Toxen, Pewaukee. The 
representatives elected to the Sunday 
School Committee were Miss Esther 
Johnson and Pastor Frank Nielsen. 
Pastor Im. Petersen was elected to 
represent the Lutheran Student Foun- — 
dation. It was decided to accept the 
invitation of Our Savior’s Lutheran 


Church, Hartland, Wisconsin as host — a 


church for next year’s convention. 
Saturday afternoon featured a hike 


to the top of a moraine, which is on ~ , x 
the property of the Camp Douglas 


church, the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety business meeting, and a Men 
of the Church Meeting. Chaplain — 
Gudmund Pedersen led a prayer ses-_ 
sion in the evening which was fol- 


lowed by a program sponsored by the 
District W.M.. Miss Anna Larsen from 
N.L.C., Chicago, -~ 


American Missions, 
was the speaker. 


The convention closed Sunday morn- — a 


ing with the 11:00 a.m. worship serv-— 


ice at which Pastor A. S. Petersen — ‘3 


brought the mesage. 


The warm hospitality of St. Steph- ; a 


an’s Lutheran Church and their 


thoughtful provisions and assistance 
during the convention was Sper Cig 
and enjoyed by all. 


Phillipsburg, N 
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At 43 he thought he couldn’t afford more insurance, but— 


for just $6.27 per week (on an 
annual basis)—and he gets all 
premiums back at age 65*. 


Like many of us, this man knew he really should 
have more life insurance while his children were 
growing up. 

But he thought he couldn’t afford more protection. 
His expenses were heavy, and he felt he should be 
saving for retirement, too. 


He found that Lutheran Brotherhood’s Brother- 
hood Provider Plan is specially designed to let him 
get protection and build savings. And here’s why: 


Actually, the Provider is like a savings account for 
him—with one tremendous difference: family protec- 
tion. His family is assured of an extra $10,000 if he 
should die. 


Free upon request—Beautiful full-color reproduction 
of the Reformation Window at right. Complete with 
historical legend. Large size (18” x 24”). Heavy stock, 
suitable for framing. Mailed in tube. No obligation, of 
course. Send your name and address today. 


LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD 


701 Second Avenue South + Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 


Living benefits for Lutherans through life insurance 


Brotherhood Provider gave his family 
$10,000 extra protection now... 
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When he is ready to retire, he can withdraw | 
the money he has deposited as premiums.* This 
means that he has had $10,000 insurance protection 
for 22 years as the interest on his savings. 


His Brotherhood Provider policy is a cash reserve? 
too. In time of need he can borrow up to the full cashi 
value without losing the rest of his insurances 
protection. ; | 

This is one of the reasons we say Lutheran Brother= 
hood offers living benefits for Lutherans. And 1 ned 
Brotherhood Provider Plan is just one of many m 
surance plans tailored to help you protect youn 
family and provide for your retirement years. _ 


Lutheran Brotherhood life insurance is sold only 
to Lutherans, and only by fellow Lutherans—at ve 
low rates. Talk to your Lutheran Brotherhood re} 
resentative, or write today. 


*Based on current dividend rate, which is not guaranteed. The actuals 


amount may be more or less than the total of premiums paid i ¥. ¥ 
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